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DECLARATION OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCILS (ESCs)  

OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 

 AND THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE (EESC) 

 

Athens, 15 November 2013 

 

The ESCs of 16 European countries and of the European Union, meeting in Athens, on 14 and 

15 November 2013:  

Note that the global crisis, which is hitting Europe particularly hard, is also revealing a crisis in our 

democratic institutions. Many political parties seem in difficulties in the face of the spectre of 

populism. National politicians have a tendency to blame Europe as a scapegoat for national 

shortcomings. 

 

Point out that, however, that Europe is not the problem but an essential part of the solution to 

problems common to all Member States and that we need to invest in a positive agenda for Europe, 

restoring the balance between the social and economic aspects of European integration. 

 

Stress that this agenda should include an adequate balance between the national sovereignties and 

enhanced European governance on key issues that would restore the trust of European citizens. 

Affirm that Europe is facing not only a financial crisis but also the need to effect a political, economic 

and social transformation, based on sharing and against the backdrop of a global reshuffling of cards.  

Note that the Europe 2020 Agenda remains of relevance. 

Recognize the urgent need to revive sustained economic growth and put in place policies to counter 

the massive rise in unemployment, particularly among the young, and the poverty that this carries 

with it. 

Recognize the need for a balanced and responsible approach at European level on 

the issue of immigration that now directly affects Member States in the Mediterranean. 
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Recognize the challenges of maintaining the sustainability of our planet in the face of climate change 

and the need to manage food balances for a growing global population. 

Reject the notion of a multi-speed Europe and support a more integrated, solidarity-based Europe.  

Call for a new social contract to be put in place, based on a social blueprint that is shared by the social 

partners and the various stakeholders that make up civil society. No radical and acceptable sea-change 

is possible without stronger social dialogue.  

Welcome the Common Declaration from the EU social partners adopted on 24 October 2013 on their 

involvement in European economic governance. The framework of actions on youth employment of 

June 2013 is another sign of hope in this respect. 

Believe it is the job of the economic and social councils to organise the broadest possible social and 

civil dialogue, giving priority to long-term responses and in particular the expectations of younger 

generations. The aim is to induce policymakers to ask the right questions in order to identify answers 

that go beyond mere remedial action and instead embrace a forward-looking vision. 

Agree, with six months to go before the European elections, to work together to raise awareness 

among European citizens of the risks involved in any return to the excesses of populism and to 

propose joint responses to the cross-cutting issues set out below: 

 action to make Member States’ economies more competitive; 

 the digital revolution and upcoming innovations that will form the basis of our shared 

economic future; 

 European energy policies that secure the future of European production and social wellbeing 

without compromising compliance with our climate commitments; 

 participatory initiatives that give a voice to grassroots citizens and for which our institutions 

are in a position to act as conduits in the interests of democratic renewal;  

 Europe’s contribution to global food self-sufficiency. 

Engage to hold, in 2014, a number of thematic meetings on these issues in order to demonstrate that 

Europe is the solution, not the problem. The 50th anniversary of the Austrian ESC in March will be a 

good opportunity in this regard. A further high point in 2014 will be the next meeting of the presidents 

and secretaries-general of the European ESCs hosted by the French Economic, Social and 

Environmental Council (ESEC). 

The Greek Council will hold a thematic event in 2014 under the auspices of the Greek presidency and 

all councils will be invited to take part.  

 

Appendix: List of signatory Councils 
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Country Council Name Position 

Belgium Conseil national du travail (CNT) Paul WINDEY 

Jean-Paul DELCROIX 

President 

Secretary-general 

Bulgaria Economic and Social Council Vera PIRIMOVA 

Hristina VERGIEVA 

Member 

Chief expert ESC's administration 

The Czech Republic Council of Economic and Social 

Agreement 

Ondřej JUKL 

David KADECKA 

Secretary-general 

International Relations Counselor 

Ireland National Economic and Social 

Council (NESC) 

Helen JOHNSTON Senior Social Policy Analyst 

Greece Economic and Social Council 

(OKE) 

Christos POLYZOGOPOULOS 

Apostolos XYRAPHIS 

President 

Secretary-general 

Spain Consejo Económico y Social (CES) Francisco GONZÁLEZ DE LENA Director of the President's Cabinet 

France Conseil économique, social et 

environnemental (CESE) 

Jean-Paul DELEVOYE 

Annie PODEUR 

Michel DOUCIN 

President 

Secretary-General 

Diplomatic Advisor 
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Country Council Name Position 

Croatia Economic and Social Council – 

Ministry of Labour and Pension 

System 

Dario BARON Assistant to the Minister of Labour 

and Pension System 

Italy Consiglio Nazionale dell'Economia 

e del Lavoro (CNEL) 

Antonio MARZANO 

Michele DAU 

President  

Secretary-general 

Luxembourg Conseil économique et social (CES) Marianne NATI-STOFFEL Secretary-general 

Hungary National Economic and Social 

Council (NGTT) 

Robert SZENDREI 

Zsolt BELÁNSZKY-DEMKÓ 

President 

Head of Department of the 

Secretariat 

Malta Malta Council for Economic and 

Social Development (MCESD) 

John BENCINI 

Sylvia GAUCI 

President  

Secretary-general 

The Netherlands Sociaal-Economische Raad (SER) Marko BOS Deputy Secretary-general 

Austria Beirat für Wirtschafts- und 

Sozialfragen (BWS) 

Thomas ZOTTER  

Andreas HENKEL  

Secretary-general 

Secretary-general 
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Country Council Name Position 

Romania Economic and Social Council 

(CES) 

Dragos MIHALACHE 

Marin SULIMAN 

Vice-President 

Secretary-general 

Slovakia Council for Economic and Social 

Partnership 

Oto NEVICKÝ 

Martina ŠIRHALOVÁ 

Secretary-general (Federation of 

Employers' Association) 

Secretary-general 

Europe European Economic and Social 

Committee (EESC) 

Henri MALOSSE 

Georgios DASSIS 

Nicolas ALEXOPOULOS 

President 

President of the Workers' Group  

Acting Secretary-general 

 

 


