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ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS


A conference of the Austrian Advisory Council for Economic and Social Affairs and 
the European Economic and Social Committee 
on the occasion of the Council's 50th anniversary
Vienna, 31 March-1 April 2014
Shaping change

The Advisory Council for Economic and Social Affairs was established by the Austrian social partners in 1963 and published its first study in 1964. The list of publications has since grown to 86 studies. The Council does more than just publish studies, however: achieving a shared result through dialogue is at the heart of its work, together with the principle that the whole is greater than the sum of its parts.

Above all, the Council has sought to inform economic policy debate with scientifically rigorous data and to position itself as a think-tank for social partnership.

As well as helping to frame the policy debate, the Council supports reform initiatives that enjoy a broad social consensus. Not only did this allow it to help guide Austria's path into the EU, it also meant the Council could play a key role in Austria's relatively successful response to the crisis, which has yet to be fully overcome.

As a specific expression of Austrian corporatism, social partnership serves as a framework, but "the central objective of the Austrian social partnership is to secure and enhance the prosperity of all levels of the population by strengthening Austria's competitive position as a location for business" (Austria 2016: Declaration of the Social Partners). The European Economic and Social Committee and the national economic and social councils pursue similar objectives and also see their role as one of shaping change.

With this in mind, a joint conference between Austria's social partners and the EESC will consider examples of successful civil society dialogue that could be applied in future, organised around different themes.

Shaping change
A conference of the Austrian Advisory Council for Economic and Social Affairs and the European Economic and Social Committee on the occasion of the Council's 50th anniversary
Monday, 31 March 2014, Austrian Economic Chamber
12 noon
Registration

12.30 p.m.
Light lunch for international guests
2 p.m. 
Beginning of the conference
Welcome address: Nikolaus Morawitz, President of the Austrian Advisory Council for Economic and Social Affairs
Opening 
Christoph Leitl, President of the Austrian Economic Chamber
Erich Foglar, President of the Austrian Trade Union Confederation
Rudolf Hundstorfer, Austrian Federal Minister of Labour, Social Affairs and Consumer Protection
Reinhold Mitterlehner, Austrian Federal Minister for the Economy, Family and Young People 
Hans-Joachim Wilms, Vice-President of the European Economic and Social Committee
3 p.m.
Antonio Silva Mendes, European Commission, Director of Education and Training

3.20 p.m.
Jelle Visser, University of Amsterdam, "Role and forms of institutions" 
4 p.m.
Coffee break (petits fours)
4.30 p.m. 
First panel discussion 
Case studies: Different ways of involving civil society organisations in policy making: the role of economic and social councils and the social partners in practice
Chaired by: 
Renate Heinisch, EESC (Group III, Germany)
Panel: 
Roland Czada, University of Osnabrück 
Sofia Drossopoulou, Greek ESC 
Manus O‘Riordan, EESC (Group II, Ireland)
Véronique Timmerhuis, Dutch SER
6.15 p.m.
End of the first day

6.30 p.m.
Reception in the Austrian Economic Chamber's Sky Lounge
Tuesday, 1 April 2014, Austrian Economic Chamber
9 a.m.
Karl Aiginger, Austrian Institute of Economic Research, "Corporatism and economic efficiency"
9.20 a.m. 
Second panel discussion 
"The role of the social partners and civil society organisations in supporting youth employment as a contributor to social integration"
Chaired by: 
Judy McKnight, EESC (Group II, United Kingdom)
Panel: 
Azwaw Djebara, French ESC 

János Vértes, EESC (Group I, Hungary)

Hermine Vidovic, wiiw

Josef Wöss, Advisory Council for Economic and Social Affairs
10.50 a.m.
Coffee break (petits fours)
11.10 a.m.
A look back at the first 50 years of the Austrian Advisory Council for Economic and Social Affairs
Günther Chaloupek, Austrian Chamber of Labour
Hannes Farnleitner, former Austrian government minister, Austrian Economic Chamber
11.40 a.m. 
Third panel discussion
Involving the social partners: how can social, macro-economic and civil dialogue help to correct imbalances in Europe and contribute to sustainable growth (involvement in European economic governance)?
Chaired by: 
Vitālijs Gavrilovs, EESC (Group I, Latvia)
Panel: 

Gerhard Huemer, UEAPME 


Patrick Itschert, ETUC 


Inger Persson, EESC (Group III, Sweden)


Guido Schwarz, European Commission
1.10 p.m.
Closing remarks
Siegfried Pichler, Vice-president of the Austrian Chamber of Labour
Hermann Schultes, President of the Austrian Chamber of Agriculture
1.15 p.m.
End of the conference and light lunch 
Conference languages: DE, EN, FR
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