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The esc celebrated ten years since its establishment with an european civil debate: “stronger europe for citizens” 
Bulgarian President Plevneliev: the ESC is a platform for civic dialogue in Bulgaria and an irreplaceable partner of the state institutions in formulating policies for socio-economic development
On 2nd December 2013, the Economic and Social Council (ESC) of Bulgaria celebrated ten years since its establishment in the presence of over 150 guests - persons who supported the establishment and activity of the ESC and who contributed to its successful development over the years. After the first solemn part the participants took part in an European civil debate: “Stronger Europe for citizens”.
“Ten years ago I had a dream and it was to create a genuine Economic and Social Council which to unify all social and political forces in the name of Bulgaria and this dream came true in short term, only for 10 years”, with these words Prof. Lalko Dulevski, who is in his third term as a ESC President, opened the anniversary celebration.
The event brought together the President of the Republic of Bulgaria Rosen Plevneliev and the President of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) Henri Malosse. In the celebration part welcoming speeches were made by the Vice-President of the 42nd National Assembly Aliosman Imamov, the Deputy Prime Minister Daniela Bobeva, the Vice-Presidents of the ESC - Dr. Konstantin Trenchev and Vasil Velev.
At the ceremony official guests were the President of Various Interests Group of the EESC Luca Jahier, the Chairperson of the Labour and Social Policy Committee Korneliya Ninova to the 42nd National Assembly, the President Georgi Parvanov (2002-2012), former Presidents of the National Assembly, former Ministers of Labour and Social Policy. The event was also attended by current and former ESC members, Members of Parliament, representatives of the government, of the state and public institutions, NGOs, academics, experts, students and the media.
In his speech, Prof. Lalko Dulevski stressed that “today, the big success for Bulgaria is that there is a Council following the model of the EESC, which worked successfully in these ten years and proof for this are the over 2000 pages of adopted acts and proposed solutions in practice on all major economic and social issues of the country”. Also a fact is the successful activity of the ESC with the institutions. In his words “for ten years, the Council has worked with five Bulgarian governments, three parliaments and two presidents, with different political powers and managed to be equally constructive and equally useful in dialogue and in work with all of them, which is a prerequisite for our success”. He highlighted the very strong expert potential of the ESC members and their expertise in solving key issues of Bulgaria. In conclusion, the ESC President expressed confidence that in the future the Council will keep its pattern of independent non-politicized civil parliament, which will be a constructive partner of any government, parliament and president of Bulgaria.
In his welcoming speech, President Plevneliev determined the ESC as a “platform for civil society dialogue in the country and irreplaceable partner of the state institutions in formulating policies for socio-economic development”. He stressed that now there is a need more than ever for a  constructive social and civil dialogue and for a dialogue between institutions and society.
In his address to the participants in the forum, the EESC President Henri Malosse said that he was very proud of what the Bulgarian ESC succeeded to achieve in 10 years and would continue to be supportive and helpful to Bulgaria and its Council. Mr. Malosse focused his statement on the issues associated with the demographic decline and the “brain drain”, on the need of reindustrialization, economic and political stability in Europe. He also shared that “it would be an honor for him to attend the 20th anniversary of the Council and then proudly to say that we have more satisfying Europe with much more jobs for our young people”.
As a tradition, the Council bestowed the Honorary Award of the ESC for Contribution to the Development of Organised Civil Society. The President of Various Interests Group of the EESC Luca Jahier, the Vice-President of the ESC Vasil Velev as well as the ESC member and President of the Confederation of Independent Trade Unions in Bulgaria Plamen Dimitrov were awarded. The ceremony was performed in the presence of all official guests.

After the first solemn part, an European civil debate: “Stronger Europe for citizens” was held. It was attended by ESC members, Members of Parliament, representatives of the government, of the state and public institutions , NGOs, academics, experts. Introductory statements were made by the ESC member and Executive Chairman of the Bulgarian Industrial Association Bojidar Danev and by Luca Jahier. The subsequent lively discussion involved ESC members, academics, young people and citizens. 
The participants in the debate agreed on the idea that it is particularly important the involvement of the organised civil society to be strengthened in solving the social and economic issues in Bulgaria and the European Union. More than ever it is necessary audibility and feedback between institutions and civil society organizations, unification of efforts for recovering from the crisis and restoring confidence for “stronger Europe”. 
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